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Compromise

“But like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy’” – 1 Peter 1:15-16 (NASB)

Summary

When you think about the word “sin,” what comes to mind? Often, we think of the big stuff, and with good reason. When celebrities, politicians, and even prominent church leaders are caught in scandals it’s because they’ve stolen money, used drugs, or cheated on their spouse. At church, we often focus on avoiding these “big sins” — adultery, addiction, sexual impurity, and any activity that could land us in jail. And let’s be clear, we absolutely should avoid these things. None of these destructive behaviors are consistent with the life God intends for us. 

The only problem with focusing on this list is that it allows us to minimize other sins. We think the “little stuff” — a white lie or a lustful glance, for example — is OK every now and then, as long as we don’t go too far. When we rank sins in order of their seriousness, our little slip-ups don’t seem so bad in comparison. Obviously, this is a trap. Why? Because we’ve based our understanding of sin, character, and integrity on our culture’s sliding scale. Rather than pursuing God’s standard for our lives as portrayed in Scripture, we compare ourselves to others. We draw arbitrary lines signifying what is “good enough” and then we try to stay on the right side of the line. As the passage above from 1 Peter states, we’re called to lead lives that are holy in all we do. 

In Ephesians 4:27, Paul the Apostle warns us not to “give the devil an opportunity.” As Paul teaches the church at Ephesus about following Christ, his implication is that seemingly minor lapses can be exploited by Satan. Satan desires distraction and destruction in our lives, so it’s wise to deny him even the slightest bit of leverage. Seemingly small compromises allow the devil to get his foot in the door of our lives. Therefore, as men and women who want to live fully surrendered to God and His kingdom, let us be wary of the temptation to compromise. When “little stuff” arises, let’s slam the door shut. 

Prayer

Father, give me the strength, wisdom, and conviction to resist compromise. Show me areas of my life in which I’ve allowed “little stuff” to creep in so that I can confess and repent. Help me understand the consequences of my sin, and lead me in the way everlasting.

Questions

1. Are there times when it’s difficult for you to acknowledge all sin as unacceptable? 

2. What factors contribute to our willingness to compromise? 

3. What are some strategies for avoiding compromise you can implement in your life? 

4. What is the importance of accountability in combating compromise? 

1. 2 Samuel 14:9
"I'll take all responsibility for what happens," the woman of Tekoa said. "I don't want to compromise the king and his reputation."
2 Samuel 14:8-10 (in Context) 2 Samuel 14 (Whole Chapter) 
2. 2 Corinthians 6:14
Don't become partners with those who reject God. How can you make a partnership out of right and wrong? That's not partnership; that's war. Is light best friends with dark? Does Christ go strolling with the Devil? Do trust and mistrust hold hands? Who would think of setting up pagan idols in God's holy Temple? But that is exactly what we are, each of us a temple in whom God lives. God himself put it this way: "I'll live in them, move into them; I'll be their God and they'll be my people. So leave the corruption and compromise; leave it for good," says God. "Don't link up with those who will pollute you. I want you all for myself. I'll be a Father to you; you'll be sons and daughters to me." The Word of the Master, God.
2 Corinthians 6:13-15 (in Context) 2 Corinthians 6 (Whole Chapter) 
3. Revelation 14:2
And then I heard music, harp music and the harpists singing a new song before the Throne and the Four Animals and the Elders. Only the 144,000 could learn to sing the song. They were bought from earth, lived without compromise, virgin-fresh before God. Wherever the Lamb went, they followed. They were bought from humankind, firstfruits of the harvest for God and the Lamb. Not a false word in their mouths. A perfect offering.
Revelation 14:1-3 (in Context) Revelation 14 (Whole Chapter) 
