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Everywhere

“For all have sinned and fall short

of the glory of God.”

– Romans 3:23 (NASB)

Summary

In general, we prefer to do the right and moral action when we are faced with difficult situations. For most of us, our conscience kicks in and helps us desire to stand for righteousness. But our enemy and flesh still have a way of weaving sin into our lives when we least expect it. 

Since we all fall short of God’s standard of perfection, it should not surprise us that we can find the effects of sin everywhere. We can see the effects at work, home, and even church. There is no safe place to hide away from sin. 

Being on the lookout for temptation and potential pitfalls is certainly a wise approach to life. However, we must also recognize that our enemy is deceptive and his goal is to entangle us in sin where our guard is down.

The bad news is, with sin ever-present in this world, we will fail. Time and time again, despite our best efforts, we will slip up and disappoint our friends, family, church, and God. The Bible is filled with Scripture that reminds us of our fallen nature and our propensity to sin. This propensity to sin is evident with the people we read about in the Bible. Though many of them (King David, Peter, and Samson, to name a few) walked closely with God, they each had moments in which they failed spectacularly. 

The good news is that Scripture reminds us that our enemy will one day be defeated, and in the meantime, his tactics can be beaten. James 4:7 encourages us to obey God and stand up to the devil’s schemes. In doing so, the Bible promises us that the devil will flee.

Our calling is to live in obedience to God. His desire is to protect us from sin and its consequences. Thus, when trust His promises and remember that His path leads to life, we can overcome Satan’s attacks and the deception of sin.
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Everywhere
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2 Corinthians 2:14
But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him.

Job 7:19
Will you never look away from me, or let me alone even for an instant?

Romans 8:38-39 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[m] neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Deuteronomy 31:6
Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you."

Psalm 9:10
Those who know your name will trust in you, for you, LORD, have never forsaken those who seek you.

Prayer

Father, help me recognize and confess when sin enters my life. May I never be arrogant enough to think that I am beyond sin. Continually steer my heart back to yours so that I may be ultimately found faithful.

Questions

1. Do you see the effects of sin in all areas of life—at home, at work, at church?

2. What are some practical ways to be on the lookout for temptation?

3. Read through some of the Bible’s most prominent stories. Did the main character fall? How did God redeem them?

4. What does it look like to obey God? Do you obey with joy, knowing it is for your own protection? Or does obedience to God feel oppressive?

